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AFflCAVIT OF DAVID P.. WRC.TE 

1, David R. Urtma. bting first duly SMom, depost as follows: 

1. I M a professor of history at the University of U1 scons In-Strvena 
Point. X reside at 1518 Blackberry Lane, Stevens Point, Wisconsin. 

2. I specialize In the Ideas and institutions of refom and teach and 
publish In this area, fly courses Include lectures and senlnars cn recent 
Acerican history and Involve the direction of gradjate %#ork. 

3. I have spent irany years of scholarly research on t.he subject of 
Institutional refor«. la 1964 I received a PhD In history fron t-he Univer- 
sity of Illinois (Urbana). Hy doctoral thesis was on the Importance of the 
press la the «rgence of Abrthap Lincoln. (The Prairie Press In Transition 
1830-1860.”) 

4. I have published nny articles and aa coauthor of a volunr on the 
totitutlonallzatlon of reclal prejudice against the AceHcan Indian: Who'i_ 
The SavaoeT A Ooc^g^ntarr History of the Wistreatre.nt of the native Horth 
Are ri can (Fawcett, 1973). 

5. study of the transforaatlon of the rids of Illinois appears as 
a chapter In a general history of the state: An mirols Pesder (northern 
Illinois Press, 1973). 
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6. I h4ve lectured widely on the essesslnetlons of President 
tennecty and Dr. llTrtln Luther King, Jr. and appeired oa numerous radio 
and television shows. 1 have served ai a consul tent for local zedia 
regarding national shows and have written articles and reviewed booxs on 
these subjects. 1 as author of a critical bibliography which exaalnes 
and categorizes scores of books which have been published on the essaiil- 
nation of President John F. Kennedy; The Assassinaticn of President John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy: An Annotated Bibliography (State Historical Social 
of Ulscofisln, 1973). 

7. In Hovenber, 1976 I directed a sycposlio cn the Integri^ of 
basic Institutions and the assassinations of President JCer.ne<y and DrrlCing. 

The lectures delivered at this syrposluo were televised for educational use 
and are now being circulated In video and audio fom in colleges and high 
schools. Attached hereto Is a brochure which lists the raterfals which are 
available froa the University of Ulsconsln-Stevens Point Office of educa- 
tional Services and Innovative Prograns. (See Exhibit A.) 

8. I have an extensive familiarity vlth t.hc literature cn the assassi- 
nation of Or. Kartin Luther King, Jr. 1 have read the volualrous ccurt 
records of the several cases related to the conviction of Jares Earl Pay and 
his attempts to overturn that conviction and obtain a trial on the charge 
that he ojrdered Dr. King. 1 have also read the publications on this subject 
by the Oepartcent of Justice and cmrlttees of Congress, as well as the 
secondary accounts. 

f. In the course of wj study of the King assassination eaterlals, I * 
have beexM quite fwlllar wlth^the work of Harold l^fsberg on this subject 
and now consider ^/self an authority on Ms c&itrlbutlon. In the near f u t ur i^" 
I intend to publish scholarly articles In Journals end dellvtr lectures to 
learned societies on his work. 

10. Kr. Uelsberg's work on the assassination of Cr. King Is t.he*only 
significant wort available for the person seriously Interested la the evolu- 
tion of this subject and Its relationship to the fund»i::e«tal Institutions of 
Aaerican society. There Is simply no way to approach this subject other / . * 
than through Mr. Wcisberg's prodigious efforts. * • 
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11. The Unfverilty of Ulsconstn at SUvens Point hai a 
Interest In the ao^ulf ition, cuintenenct. and disscrdnatlon of Hr. 

Welsberg'i files, especially those on the assassination of Or. lUrtln 
Luther King, Jr., both In terns of the lQ=ed1att future and for future . 
generations. The University plans to establish a Velsberg Archive where 
the records which Hr. Vaisberg has acctfaulated and analyzed can be 
properly nalntalned and Bade accessible to scholars and the geiTenl public 
through a proftsslonal staff knowledgeable in the subject oatter. 

12. I m faaillar with the volune and kinds of records Kr. Vaisberg 
has on Dr. King's assassination (and also President Kennedy's) and the 
quality of his analysis of the*. I have, in fact, sade several visits to 
his hone In Frederick, Karyland for the purpose of discussing his work 
with hiB and obulning records frm hlo. Pr. Vaisberg's files on both the 
Kennedy and King assassinations are Invaluable, onlque, and In laany respecte 
cannot be duplicated frco any other source. This, of course, txplelm the 
Interest of the University of 'i1 scon sIn-Ste vans Point In obtaining thea. 

13. The establishment of i Veisberg Archive, particularly where 
King assassination nattrlals ere concerned, will also ficllltate the use of 
fellcDrthIpi and grants to black students Interested In this subject. 

14. The University of VI scons In -Stevens Point has already begun to 
drew upon a snail portion of the saterlals which will eltlcately csaprlse. 

' the Veisberg Archive. It has already developed a video tape stHes sultabl* 
for public broadcasting stations and for high school and college classes of 
scsne of the unique Baterials whidi Kr. Veisberg has donated to the University. 
These video tape eaterlals can be purchased or rented by the public. . . 

15. The Unlversl^ plans to continue developing and disseaioaticg 

Hr. Welsberg'i naUHals as they are deposited and oade available. This will 
be dent, first, through electronic oedla presentation In slides, video Upes, 
docurentary handbooks, guides, indexes, and course aides. Additla-.al plans 
are to develop support services for students froJ Blnorlvy backgrounds who 
■Ight desire to oake scholarly use of the dociMnts. Futo;^ plans also ^ 

Include the ericrofllalng of soff* Icportant segments, preparing of guides, ^ 

* 

wid uklng these evalleblt to colleges thrtwghout the netlon end oversets. 
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16. Mr. WeUb«rg*s work on political as^slnatlcns uid tht 
workings of our basic Institutions— law enforc&cent tha co*iT-ti, 

tht press, the Intelligence igendes— end the cstebllshcent cf an archive 
on It at Stevens Point are In the public Interest. Mr. Wtlsber^'i 
accoEplIshaents are unique In character— they relate to far oore of en- 
during public Interest than Just political assasslnetlcns— and are withoot 
precedent In scale. In total volu=« his oaterlals exceed the nucleus • V 
collection on the frontier fomed by Uynan C. Draper In the nineteenth 
century which established the StaU Historical Sodet^r of Wisconsin and 
the holdings of several other faned nanuscrlpt libraries gathered In Aatriai 
that are seen as part of our national treasure. The quality of the ciaterlali 
and his analysis of thea It excellent. Ke possesses photographs, dtps, 
t^ped inrtenrlews. letters, and other records that can be found tn no other 
place. 

17* Mr. Welsberg't scholarship is cagisterlal In Its ccc7:and of the* 
docusentary bast and clear on the fundac^entsl points et Issue. He carjiot 
be coepar^ with the oLbsr authors on the Xing assassination frea the 
perspective of scholarship and objectivity. His work cn this topic stands 
in t^lly different light from all others. Ke works from an objective 

base.’ seeking not merely to discover who killed Dr. King or to neap cdaerdal 
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profits but to establish idiat the evidence Is and ^at It ceem not only 1 b 

\ 

tenns of the cripit itself, but also in terns of the larger significance it 
holds' for the workings of our basic Institutions. 

18. It Is this last point which Is of fundasental Importance. Rr. 
Vc1sb;trg's work focuses on the perfomance and nonperforDence of basic 
social InstltutloiTS— the lew, the press, publishers, Cengress, the Depart- * .J' 
nent of Justice, and others— during a tic* of crisis. In so dal.tg he reveals 
deep flaws which caused these Institutions to nl function In a canner which 
thwar^ Justice and hurt the ends of the nation. 

OS. I »i of the opinion that Hr. Welsberg's work cannot be reduplicated 
by the govemreent or by scholars. I have been inferred that the F3I has 
rstabllshH • file of Wnj «sstss1n«t1cn dooewts In « rtsdlnj r=ai -< 
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acciSsIbU to oenb«rs of the seneril public «t Ita headquarters In 
Washington, O.C. This does not significantly assist Lhe public Interest 
In evaluating the facts of the King assassination or the FBI's Investi- 
gation' to It, The Initial problca Is, of course, that the selection of 
reconli contained In this file wip be avade by the F31, lihlch Itself has 
been severely criticized In connection with Its Investigation of the King 
murder. In addition, these records will be largely Inaccessible to all 
tjrcept casual tourists. Few schqlars have funds sufficient to enable 
than to travel to Washington, D.C. and sUy there long enough to perusa * 
the aajre than 20,000 pages of docueents contained In the FBI's Central 
Headquarters file on the King assassination, r^oreover, scholars and 
citizens would not know where to begin studying this erornous voluse of 
dccLsnents without extensive advance preparation. What Is required Is a * 
scholar who can use the resources of a university syste® to assist these 
who wish to do work In this area. 

20. Even the costs of duplication Imposed by government agencies 

• I 1 

can Ispose a serious burden upojn scholarship. A University archive such 
as the Welsberg A^lve which Is being established at Stevens Point can 
provide better and nore econorrlcal service for duplicating reccf*dj. In- 
cluding not only xeroxing but also neklrrg slides, photegraphs, and tapes. 
Moreover, It can offer a full range of other essential services, providing 
boolqi, reference works, naps, nipi^spapers. Journals, and the like. It can 
also coordinate scholarly efforts In an area In such a oanner that It will 
lead to Increased dlsscrHnatlon’to the public of knowledge about such an 
area through the publication of books, articles, dissertations, and so forth- 
Zl. -The crucial aspect of any archival collection, however. Is that ^ 
there oat be a knowledgeable person associated with It and residing where 
It Is located who can develop the material and guide s^jdents and scholars. 
This Is the Min reason for establishing a Welsberg Archive at the University 
of UlsconsIn-SUvens Point. 

22. Mr. Welsberg has stated that he Intends to leave Ms records on 
the of Or. Klnfl to the Ditrerstty of Wiiconsln-Stevens Polnt.^ 
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the rtison* I h*v« outlined ebovt, the public Interett will 

be served If the reccrds which Hr. UetsUerg hdi end Is ccntimilns to 
obUtn ere deposited et the Wclsber^ Archive In Stevens Point. Kore 
to the point, the public 1i terest will be betUr served If records on , 

Or. Kinp'i essessinatlon tie nede eccssstble to^Joumellsts, scholert. ^ 

end the generel public through the erchive et Str/ens Point then If they 
ere only eccesslble through the FBI end other cocponenU of the CepertcBit 
of Justica In U&shfngtoa. D.C. 

23e tvtn ymrt thii not true, the caliber and linportance of J<r. 

Welsberg’s work on the King essesslnetlon ere such thst ceking ell 
goven*»nt records evelleble to hlo without cost Is core then iustlfleble. 

The s1cg)le feet Is thet Hr. Welsberg uses the records he obtelns to serve— 
not his personel Interest— the public InUrest by Inforaing Joumellsts 
end scholers, end through thea, the general public. 







POirrAGE COUMTT, WISCChSIll 

Sobsorlbed end sworn to before ee this 3^ ^ itV of 
r 1977. 

. Hisco-hsin ‘ 
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